
Niagara Advanaa 

www.niagaraadvance.ca Thursday, Jar 


ThuredayJanuary^jMI^ 



Green Parly 
plans to field 
candidate 

Clarke Bitter 
interested in 
running 




Learn about 
dementia 


Christmas 
Classic a 


* inline 

www.niagaraadvance.ca 



PENNY COLES Niagara Advance 

The Boxing Day Penguin Dip drew a large turnout of swimmers on what was one of the milder days in memory for the 
event. Although the water was freezing, it was a little easier coming out without a biting cold wind to face, veteran dippers 
said. For more photos see Page 8. 


Record 
numbers at 
Penguin Dip 



Penny Coles 

Niagara Advance 


It was a good turnout for the 
Boxing Day Penguin Dip, maybe 
the best yet. 

Brothers Chris and Lome 
Bjorgan, two of the originals and 
organizers of the event, say there 
were more than 60 swimmers 
who took part in the 38th annual 
dip, and at least twice as many 
spectators. 

"This year there were a bunch 
of us oldtimers who have done it 
30-plus years," said Chris, "as 
well as some in for their 10th or 
11th, and about a dozen first- 
timers. There was a good crowd 
of spectators as well, including 
the usual loyal followers who 
come to watch every year." 

Although fundraising has 
never been the driving factor 
behind the dip, this year organiz¬ 
ers decided to pass a bucket to 
collect money for Red Roof 
Retreat, founded by Steffanie and 
Moe Bjorgan, whose middle son, 
Garrett, was born with Cerebral 
Palsy. They established Red Roof 
in 2001 to help Garrett and other 
special needs children in the 
region. 

See Page 8 
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1627 Niagara Stone Road, Virgil • 905-468-4276 • 1-800-988-2618 www.wallsbrandsource. 





























2 Niagara Advance • Thursday, January 2,2014 


Town supports changes to regional outdoor smoking ban 


Ban includes 
parks, sports 
fields, play¬ 
grounds and 
bus shelters, but not 
sidewalks 

Penny Coles 

Niagara Advance 


The regional public 
health department has 
support from the Town of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake for 
its proposal to ban smok¬ 
ing in public places. 

But at the request of 
municipalities, including 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, the 
bylaw has been revised 


and simplified. 

The Region asked for 
council support to crack 
down on smoking in 
parks, playgrounds, sports 
fields, splash pads, bus 
shelters and beaches, and 
the Town council agreed, 
but asked that parking 
lots, sidewalks and trails 
be excluded. 

There would have been 
confusion over the dis¬ 
tinction between side¬ 
walks and trails, says Town 
parks and recreation 
director Clive Buist, and 
excluding parking lots 
didn’t seem fair. 

The revised bylaw gives 
smokers somewhere to go 
to smoke, removed from 
the entrance to public 
buildings, he said. 

“This 
addresses all 
our concerns, 
and it seems 
fair. We’re 
pleased with 
it." 

Other 
municipalities 
agreed with 
NOTL council¬ 
lors, and some 
went further, 
asking for 
beaches to be 
excluded, 
which is also 
reflected in the 
revised bylaw. 
The goal of 


the ban is to protect 
Niagara residents, espe¬ 
cially young people, from 
second-hand smoke, to 
provide positive role mod¬ 
els for youth, and to cut 
down on opportunities for 
people to smoke. 

The smoke-free legisla¬ 
tion is also expected to 
reduce litter and pollu¬ 
tion. 

Provincial legislation 
protects children by pro¬ 
hibiting smoking outdoors 
on properties that contain 
day nurseries, elementary 
and high schools, but 
doesn’t apply to high-use 
areas such as parks and 
playgrounds. 

A survey conducted by 
the Niagara Region public 
health department 
showed more stringent 
smoking restrictions. 

Education, enforce¬ 
ment and signage will be 
the responsibility of the 
Region, with education 
the focus for the first year, 
followed by fines issued 
the second year. 

The recommended fine 
for not complying with 
the bylaw is $250 with 
applicable court fees, the 
total payable fine being 
$305. 

The bylaw must receive 
support from the majority 
of regional councillors— 
which it already has—the 
majority of municipali- 
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NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 
JEFF MacINTOSH 

905 - 651-4803 



Niagara Region health promoter Gillian McDonald with Smoke Free Outdoor Spaces brochures 
as the region tries to get area municipalities to pass bylaws restricting smoking outdoors. 

QMI Agency Niagara File Photo 


ties, and the total number palities that support the ity of electors in the 
of electors in the munici- bylaw must form a major- region. 


www.oldetownebuildingcoitipany.com 


IPerryQuinn HcnrnfirBmyS^cf^uf, Carriage Trade Homes 
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Did you know there are many ways 
to make more of small spaces? 

A loft bed can hold a walk-in closet 
or a workspace below. Storage can 
be built under staircases. Consider 
repurposing rooms that are used 
infrequently - transform a dining 
room into an office, or a guest 
bedroom into a den. Forego formal 
furnishings for a clean, simple style. 
For more go to perryquinn.com 

Restored Century Home 

Renovated 3 Bedroom Bungalow 

Get Into Greystone 



1 

1 " 


15906 Niagara Parkway $975,000 

360 Dorchester Street • $698,000 

222 Ricardo Street # 10 • $ 1,050,000 1 

Built in the 1890’s, recently restored and extended at the highest 
level of quality. Gourmet kitchen, large master suite with sitting 
area and en suite bath. BeautiM garden with lily pond. 

Beautifully done, many updates, 

finished lower, inground Schwenker pool, 
top line kitchen A++ 

An opportunity to buy in this exclusive enclave. Upgraded kitchen, 1 

guest suite, master walk-out to private garden and elevator. 1 

nnr i „ ROYAL LePAGE in 2012 for Royal LePage Niagara. 

perry@homesniagara.com Ni ®® a,a ^f™f‘ e ^ n “ e WWW.p©FryC|Uinn.COnri 
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Green Party hoping to make inroads with upcoming by-election 


Clarke Bitter 
first to show 
interest in 
running 

Ray Spiteri 

QMI Agency Niagara 

Don’t forget about us. 

That’s what local Green 
Party advocates must be 
thinking as they see the 
leaders of the provincial 
Liberal, Progressive 
Conservative and New 
Democratic parties make 
several visits to the Niagara 
Falls riding, which includes 
Fort Erie and Niagara-on- 
the-Lake, since the resig¬ 
nation of MPP Kim Craitor 
in September. 

A by-election will be 
called by March, unless a 
general election is called 
before then. 

Quietly, Green Party 
supporters in the riding 
are preparing to open up 
an application process to 


gauge interest from poten¬ 
tial candidates. 

So far, only Niagara 
Falls resident and busi¬ 
nessman Clarke Bitter has 
shown public interest, said 
Karen Fraser, chief execu¬ 
tive officer of the Niagara 
Falls provincial Green 
Party riding association. 

Bitter said he has been 
a federal and provincial 
Conservative supporter 
for about 10 years, but 
feels “disenchanted" by 
the party. 

"I looked at the provin¬ 
cial Liberals and I couldn’t 
go there. I couldn’t go with 
die NDP. They’ve propped 
up the Liberals for too long 
and I don’t agree with 
much of what they pro¬ 
pose,” he said. 

“I looked at the Green 
Party and they made sense 

For example, he said 
amalgamating the two 
school boards would save 
$1.2 billion a year, which 
can be spent on increasing 


school programs. 

Bitter said he has always 
had a green mentality, 
having won a City of 
Niagara Falls environmen¬ 
tal award in 2010 and hav¬ 
ing co-founded P&C 
Compostech Inc., which 
replaced plastic and styro¬ 
foam in the food industry 
with containers made from 
sugar cane residue and 
bamboo fibre that can 
break down more quickly. 

Bitter was also the co¬ 
owner of Batter Up! Olde 
Style Fish and Chips on 
Main St. and ran to become 
a District School Board of 
Niagara trustee during the 
2010 municipal election. 

“Clarke and I have met 
already and talked about 
things. We haven't made 
an official nominations 
request yet, so there might 
be others waiting in the 
wings," said Fraser. 

The Greens see the pro¬ 
spective by-election as an 
opportunity to make 
inroads in the riding. 


During the last provin¬ 
cial election in 2011, Green 
Party candidate Byrne 
Smith finished fourth (754 
votes, 1.62%), behind 
incumbent Liberal Craitor, 
PC candidate George Lepp 
and NDP candidate Wayne 
Redekop. 

But with no incumbent 
this time, Becky Smit, 
executive director of the 
Green Party of Ontario, 
said she’s optimistic those 
numbers can improve. 

“This is an opportunity 
for us to continue to put 
forward our ideas,” said 
Smit. 

“If there is one constant 
message we hear (from 
constituents), it’s, 'We’re 
tired of politics as usual. 
We’re tired of politicians 
representing themselves 
or their party and not the 
best interests of their local 
community.’ 

"We want to provide a 
solid alternative. In a by- 
election situation, people 
are not choosing the gov¬ 


ernment, they’re just 
electing one seat and we 
want people to know there 
is another choice out 

Smit said the party will 
allow interested people to 
take part in a nominations 
process and that the hope 
is for a candidate to be 
selected by mid-to-late 
January. 

She said the party’s 
main issues include sup¬ 
porting small businesses 
through tax cuts to help 
create jobs; protecting 
prime farmland and 
source water, and improv¬ 
ing Ontario's education 
system by merging the 
public and Catholic school 
boards, which will elimi¬ 
nate duplication. 

Fraser said a major 
issue in the riding will be 
health care, particularly 
with growing provincial 
support for a Niagara 
Health System proposal 
for a new south Niagara 
hospital to be built on the 



Nagara Falls businessman 
Clarke Bitter is seeking the 
Green Party nomination for the 
upcoming by-election to 
replace Niagara Falls Liberal 
MPP Kim Craitor. (Facebook 
photo) 


outskirts of Niagara Falls. 

“We do our homework. 
We know what we’re talk¬ 
ing about,” she said. 

“We expect all of the 
candidates to be account¬ 
able and knowledgeable 
and ready to serve.” 


































4 Niagara Advance • Thursday, January 2,2014 


Memory loss: is it Alzheimer’s, dementia or natural aging? 


> Learn some 
of the signs 
and how to 
distinguish 
what they mean 

Penny Coles 

Niagara Advance 

Dr. Bill Brown, professor 
of medicine in neurology at 
McMaster University, 
admits he's not as sharp as 
he used to be. 

At 74, he can't expect to 
be. 


"I’m 


it as creative or 
innovative as I was," he add. 

"That's common. As peo¬ 
ple get older, there is notice¬ 
able memory loss and cog¬ 
nitive impairment within a 


normal range. We’re not the 
same as we were between 
20 and 40, or between 40 
and 60. When we were 
younger we could multi-task 
like crazy.” 

One of the problems with 
Alzheimer's and other kinds 
of dementia is the onset can 
be “incredibly insidious.” 
Early symptoms are written 
off as normal aging, and it’s 
often a decade or more 
before symptoms of 
Alzheimer’s and other neu- 
rodegenerative diseases 
reach the clinical threshold 
where they can be diag¬ 
nosed, he says. 

There are some drugs 
now, and more in clinical 
trials, that can make a differ¬ 
ence at the start of the dis¬ 
ease, rather than years into 
it, when they aren’t very 



the 

epicurean 


effective. 

Testing, especially for 
those with a family history 
of Alzheimer’s, is useful—it 
can identify those people at 
risk at least a decade before 
symptoms are manifested. 

He estimates that within 
10 to 15 years there will be 
drugs that can change the 
course of dementia and 
reverse the “number one 
health concern.” 

A lot of resources re being 
directed internationally at 
the problem of dementia, he 
says—people are living lon¬ 
ger, and once we reach 80, 
we have a 50% chance of 
developing dementia. 

While the majority of 
patients with Alzheimer’s 
and dementia are untreat- 
able, or at least suffer from a 
disease that is irreversible, a 
small number, about 10%, 
are suffering memory loss 
or cognitive impairment for 
other reasons, such as a hit 
on the head they didn’t pay 
attention to. Brown says he 
only sees such a case once 


every year or two, but when 
he does, it’s very satisfying 
because it’s treatable- 
symptoms will disappear. 

Another cause of confu¬ 
sion or of being “muddled" 
can be a combination of 
medication. 

He refers to seniors on 
multiple medications as 
“walking experiments of 
one." They can be on as 
many as 15 or 20 medica¬ 
tions, and no drug company 
has ever studied those par¬ 
ticular drugs in combina- 

"The brain doesn’t buffer 
medication as well as we we 
get older. Doses that were 
tolerable when we were 
younger are less so later in 
life. And heaven knows what 
the interactions of several 
drugs are We need to win¬ 
now out medicine that isn't 
really needed.” 

Multiple strokes, caused 
by micro-vascular disease 
often related to hyperten¬ 
sion, can cause symptoms 
similar to Alzheimer's, he 




HI FILM 


DOCUMENTARY* 


Wednesday & Thursday Evenings 


Wednesday January 8 & Thursday January 9 

• CHINESE • 

• Wonton Soup • Sweet and Sour Pork 
• Kung Pao Chicken 

January 15th & 16th 
BURMESE CUISINE 


Bring your appetite & your own wine 
/zj. 

Reservations Recommended 

905-468-0288 • 84 Queen Street 

reservations@epicurean.ca 


JAN 3 TWENTY FEET FROM STARDOM 

Just shy of the spotlight, backup singers to some of the world's most 
famous bands are a rarely seen slice of the workings of the music 
industry. Millions know their voices, but no one knows their names. 

FEATURE FILM * 

SATURDAY @ 3PM I FESTIVAL THEATRE 

JAN 4 THE WAY WAY BACK 

Steve Carell and Toni Collette star in a true crowd-pleasing charmer that 
breaks free of its familiar trappings with consistent humour and personal 
touches. Honest, intelligent and very funny. 


Dr. Bill Brown will speak about dementia, Alzheimer’s and 
memory loss from natural aging at the Wednesday, Jan. 8 
session of InfoHealth at the N0TL Public Library. 

says, and are common as we within the normal range.” 
age. The other very important 

“That’s why it’s so impor- issue of Alzheimer’s and 
tant to keep identify hyper- dementia is management, 
tension and keep people and how to help caregivers, 
but that’s a topic for a future 
session, says Brown. 

He recommends—in 
addition to attending the 
next InfoHealth session—a 
book called “the 36-Hour 
Day: a Family Guide to 
Caring for Persons with 
Alzheimer Disease, Related 
Dementing Illnesses, and 
Memory Loss in Later Life,” 
by Dr. Peter V. Rabins. 

The next InfoHealth ses¬ 
sion is Wednesday, Jan. 8 at 
2 p.m. at the NOTL Public 
Library. 


ENJOY A BITE BEFORE THE 
SATURDAY FILMS! 


905.468.2172 ★ SHAWFEST.COM/FILMS 


ILLAGE 

DENTAL 


Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Dr. Michael Li 


905 - 468-1960 

www.villagedental-notl.com 

New Patients Welcome 


Elevator to Second Level 
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Bosley Real Estate Ltd., Brokerage 


27 ELIZABETH STREET- 


Colouring contest brings rewards 


Marissa Buchan, 6, receives her Niagara Advance Christmas colouring con¬ 
test prize from Ben McLean of Maple Leaf Fudge. 

Photos from QMI Agency Niagara 


BOSLEY 

REAL ESTATE 


SUITE 402, 61 PAFFARD STREET $319,000 


L> 


25 RIESLING DRIVE $337,500 


*mlm 


SUITE 207,678 LINE 2 ROAD $189,000 


678 LINE 2 ROAD from $299,000 


CRITELLIS THREE 

BOXING GREAT 
WEEK SALES 
I DAYS 
EXTENDED 
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our editorial 

Does anybody make resolutions any more? 


We’ve all made new year’s resolu¬ 
tions before, some of the same ones 
many times, most of which very 
quickly fall by the wayside. 

Our intentions are good. Our res¬ 
olutions are usually about improv¬ 
ing ourselves—our health, our 
wealth, our relationships, our work 
habits, our organizational skills— 
anything we see in ourselves that we 
would like to do better. 

And we’ve all heard the tips about 
how to be more successful at keep¬ 
ing those resolutions. 

Set goals that are reasonable and 
attainable. Take baby steps. Don’t 
take on too much. Don’t give up if 
you fall off the wagon once. Figure 
out where you’ve gone wrong in the 
past and try to avoid personal pit- 
falls. 

It all sounds so easy, so logical. So 
possible. 

Yet how many times have we made 
the same resolution, only to have 
given up by the end of the month - or 
in many cases, by the end of New 


Year’s Day. 

Instead of making those same res¬ 
olutions yet again, maybe there is a 
new way to approach accomplishing 
what we hope to achieve. 

For example, instead of saying 
we’re going to lose weight, and 
attaching a number, how about 
replacing one food that is bad for us 
with something healthy? 

Or instead of an overall goal of 
becoming organized, we could set a 
target of cleaning up one room a 
week, or a month, or whatever we 
can realistically expect to fit into our 
schedules. 

Or, we could just resolve to be 
kinder to ourselves, accept that we're 
not perfect and never going to he. 

And while we’re at it, we can 
resolve to be kinder to others. 

That could end up making a huge 
difference in our lives—we might 
even like ourselves better and enjoy 
some spin-offs, such as taking better 
care of ourselves. 

It can’t hurt to give it a try. 



Keira Exter, 4, receives her Niagara Advance Christmas colouring contest prize from 
Ben McLean of Maple Leaf Fudge. 

Photos from QMI Agency Niagara 


letters to the editor 


Why doesn’t 
N0TL have 
an outdoor 
skating rink? 


It is a shame that peo¬ 
ple of all ages cannot 
enjoy skating in an out¬ 
door rink in Niagara on 
the lake. I am embar¬ 
rassed and disappointed 
to be a part of a town that 


seems not to care. I’m 
especially sorry for the 
young kids and their par- 

My grandchildren 
came down from Toronto 
to visit my wife and I over 
Christmas. They came 
with their skates. They 
could not believe that 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, of 
all places, did not have an 
outdoor rink. And we 
wonder why it is so diffi¬ 
cult to attract young peo¬ 
ple to live, work and raise 
a family here. 


Someone should have 
to answer for this. 
Whoever it is they sure 
don’t believe in Santa. 

Terry Bryant 

Parking a 
problem at 
Crossroads 

Councillors, 

I believe you are all 


working on two valuable 
projects, rural roads and 
Regional Rd. 55, for our 
community. 

As you are also aware 
the school board is 
scheduling the closure of 
Parliament Oak. 

I would like to bring it 
to your attention that the 
closure of Parliament 
Oak will impact road 
conditions at Crossroads 
should the schools amal¬ 
gamate and that is very 
concerning for parents at 
both schools. 


At noon on a school 
day before the holidays, 
parking overcrowding at 
Crossroads overflowed 
onto regional roads. 

The new home starts 
in Virgil alone will gener¬ 
ate an additional 120 stu¬ 
dents according to the 
District School Board of 
Niagara official planning 
documents and parking 
is already at a premium. 

Should Parliament 
Oak close, a further 130 
children will be bused to 
Crossroads, as only four 


live within walking dis¬ 
tance of that school - so 
bus traffic will increase 
significantly too. 

Please be aware of 
these changes and 
ensure that safety for our 
citizens and children is 
kept at a paramount pri¬ 
ority as school changes 
happen again and impact 
traffic safety in our town. 


Lyndsay Gazzard 
Co-Chair C.A.R.E 
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letters to the editor 


Thank you 
for help for 
typhoon 
victims 

Good people of 
Niagara: Thank you so 
much for your immediate 
response to my plea for 
the victims of Typhoon 
Haiyan (Yolanda). I am 
especially grateful for the 
relief given to my home¬ 
town of Roxas City and 
surrounding areas in gen- 

Your kindness and gen¬ 
erosity shown in your par¬ 
ticular cash and in-kind 
donations was personally 
delivered by my own dear 
wife Julie, to more than 
300 families. 

They were over¬ 
whelmed by the extraor¬ 


dinary compassion and 
goodwill of the Niagara 
Region. They will never 
forget their gracious bene¬ 
factors. 

The distribution of 
essential and still much- 
needed items of relief will 
continue as long as our 
supplies hold out. There 
is still so much to be 

Relief goods delivered 
to the victims of Typhoon 
Haiyan in Roxas City and 
neighbouring towns and 
the island of Nauroc are 
as follows: rice, noodles, 
canned goods, clothing, 
bed sheets, blankets, mos¬ 
quito nets, bathroom sup¬ 
plies, footwear, medicine, 
and small financial assis- 

Thank you again and 
God bless you for your 
compassion for those in 

Art Viola 



Julie Viola (right) distributes rice and other food items to 
friends, relatives and neighbours in Roxas City. 

Photo submitted 


Traditions important 


> 


Especially 
as families 
celebrate the 


holidays 

Tradition—that was the 
tide of an important song in 
the show Fiddler on the Roof 
and no matter your back¬ 
ground you have some tradi¬ 
tions that you have grown 
up with as though they are 
carved in stone - and you 
can be sure they will stay 
with you all your days. 

Being Scots and blond 
meant I ran into problems 
on New Year's Day as only 
dark-haired people were 
"welcomed" as the "first 
foots" (first people over the 
door step). Since my hus¬ 
band was also blond we had 
to stay back until the dark¬ 
haired people got in first, 
and strange as it seems we 
would not dream of trying to 
change things. 



Jean Cochrane 

Happy Gardening 


Now my heart still sings 
as we all join hands and sing 
"For Auld Lang Syne" (you 
do not cross your arms until 
the second verse), as the 
words then go - Here's a 
haun my trustie frier (friend) 
and gie's a haun o thine - 
(sorry about that I did not 
intend to give lessons, and I 
just know someone is going 
to correct me). 

So regardless of hair 
colour, or country of origin, I 
wish you all a happy and 
healthy new year. 


'Rant' points out local traffic problems for seniors and others 


Solutions could 
make roads 
safer for 
everyone 

At our house we have a 
saying, "You get one rant per 
day, and once you’ve used it 
that’s it; we don’t want to 

It’s been more than a year 
that I’ve been writing 
“Senior's View," and I’ve 
tried not to be cranky about 


There's too much good 
information to share with 
the aim of being community 
for one another and finish¬ 
ing our journey well. 

At the beginning of the 
New Year here’s my one 
allotted rant about several 
issues I’ve been concerned 
about in our community 
during the past year, which if 
addressed might make it 
better for all of us. 

Traffic congestion on 
Regional Rd. 55 has been in 
the news. I appreciate that 
the Region is giving atten¬ 
tion to some sections of the 



Randy Klaassen 

Senior's View 


road, however it seems some 


being avoided. 

Being a resident in Virgil 
who frequently walks 
through the Virgil business 
area, I observe seniors from 
Pleasant Manor standing at 
the Field Rd. curb waiting to 
cross to get to the grocery 
store. With no crosswalk at 
this intersection, it’s rather 
disturbing to see a senior 
with the front wheels of their 
walker on the street, waiting 
for a mile-long line of traffic 
to give them a chance to 
cross. It’s an accident wait¬ 


ing to happen. Solution: I 
suggest the Region install a 
crosswalk to make this inter¬ 
section of vehicles and 
pedestrians safer. 

With a high percentage of 
seniors, Niagara-on-the- 
Lake has seen a steady 
growth in businesses related 
to yard maintenance. Many 
of these are self-employed 
entrepreneurs who work 
hard to keep our yards, and 
the community as a whole, 
looking great. 

In the fast pace of clip¬ 
ping grass, raking leaves and 
manicuring gardens, trucks 
and trailers are usually 
parked on the street, and 
frequently parked on the 
wrong side. 

I congratulate those 
workers who go to the trou¬ 
ble of placing orange pylons 
at the front and rear comers 
of their parked vehicles to 
warn other drivers of a work 
zone. To those workers who 
don’t bother, you are setting 
up an accident which your 
business cannot afford. 
When you park your vehicle 
on the street to unload your 
machinery, do the responsi¬ 


ble thing and give other driv¬ 
ers fair warning by leaving 
your four-way flashers on, 
and place orange pylons at 

Another help for many 
seniors are the snow plow¬ 
ing and shoveling entrepre¬ 
neurs. Seniors, help out the 
rest of us with this one. It is 
illegal to push your driveway 
snow across the street 
because it creates a traffic 
hazard. A notice as such 
appears every year in the 
newspapers before the snow 

If your contractor is doing 
a quick job and pushing your 
driveway snow across the 
street, be forewarned, you 
are likely responsible for 
breaking the law. Doing a 
job “right” is better and safer, 
than doing it quickly. 

Canada Post recently 
made announcement of 
phasing out home postal 
delivery. Most of us in NOTL 
already pick up our mail at 
either a community box or 
the post office, so this won’t 
be much of a change for us. 
The reality of home delivery 
service is that those of us 


who don’t get it have been 
subsidizing those who do. 
The billion dollar economic 
reality is Canada Post has to 
cut services and increase 
prices. While some have 
been quick to criticize the 
move as creating hardships 
for seniors and the physical¬ 
ly challenged, I predict the 
change will give rise to small 
businesses that will fill the 
gap for home delivery. 

My rant against commu¬ 
nity postal boxes has to do 
with where they are placed. 
At the corner of Andres St. 
and Line 2, at Regional Rd. 
55 there is a community box 
very close to the intersec¬ 
tion, which is also a “No 
Parking’’ zone. 

Guess where people usu¬ 
ally park to check their mail? 
With traffic turning from 
several different directions 
it’s another accident waiting 
to happen. I wrote to pow- 
ers-that-be some time ago, 
but no response and no 
action. 

Since I travel Andres St. 
frequently I also complained 
in writing some time ago 
about the lack of school zone 


signs when the new 
Crossroads Public School 
was opened. Travelling from 
Andres St. / Line 2 and mak¬ 
ing a right mm onto Regional 
Rd. 55 there is no indication 
of a school zone, or flashing 
lights indicating when the 
speed reduction is in effect. 

Not that I normally push 
boundaries, but should I be 
stopped for excess speed in 
front of the school, I might 
have a valid defence. It 
would be better not to deal 
with the situation at all, if 
the appropriate signs could 
be posted. 

Now that I have written 
one column ranting about 
traffic hazards, that should 
be it for the year. 

Will anything change? I 
hope giving voice to con¬ 
cerns causes more of us to 
be aware. Better would be 
for those concerned to take 

In the meantime I’ll try to 
move on to more interesting 
topics and concerns to help 
us finish well and arrive 
home safely. 

Blessings for the new 
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PENNY COLES 
Niagara Advance 
Veteran dippers Vic 
Tee and Pat Quinn 
brave the frigid 
water off the end of 
Ball St. in NOTL 
Boxing Day, an 
annual tradition. 
Chris Bjorgan, (right) 
one of organizers of 
the event, takes a 
hand up on the ice, 
which became more 
treacherous with 
each of the three 
dips. 







'Niagara 

oijthc-Lakc 


CHRISTIE’S 

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE 


920 offices in over 40 countries. Connecting to the World, www.notlrealty.com 


175 QUEEN STREET #2 $699,000 642 RYE STREET $645,000 


completely updated 3 bedroom, 3 bathroom home with double garage is fSesBuT hiood f 


. custom built home, ideally located on the comer 
......je, is meticulous in Hs finishing’s and design. Many 

wood floors, open concept in many areas, Guest suite or 
„ „,a third floor with extra bedroom/den. Beautiful sunroom 
ling fireplace, and the list goes on. The perfect setting for family 
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PENNY COLES Niagara Advance 

Brooke Beattie and Rebecca van der Zalm successfully complete their third dip to become official 
penguins. Below, founder Lome Bjorgan has his niece on his shoulders before tossing her into the 
water at her first Penguin Dip, as he has in the past for both his daughters. The Bjorgan family 
stopped to pose for photos after their third dip of the day, with Jesse Andres, Moe Bjorgan, Owen 
Bjorgan, Chris Bjorgan, Sarah Caiskic, Isaac Bjorgan and Lome Bjorgan. 



All in the family for Bjorgans 


From Page 1 

More than $700 was raised 
for Red Roof, which provides 
day programs and weekend 
respite care for special needs 
children. Both the spectators 
and the swimmers were gener¬ 
ous, said Chris. 

Moe, Steffanie and Owen, 
Garrett’s older brother are all 
official Penguins—having com¬ 


pleted three penguin dips—and 
Moe and Owen joined Issac, 
their youngest son, who was 
taking his first plunge this year. 

And Lome's neice Sarah 
went in for her first time, adding 
to the long list of relatives that 
make it an annual event, 
although some, says Lome, do 
their three dips to make it offi¬ 
cial and then don’t go in again. 

“They feel they don’t have 


anything left to prove.” 

He and Chris never know 
who will turn up, or what kind 
of numbers to expect, but with 
the family connection to Red 
Roof, they expect to “ramp it up 
a bit” next year, with a tent and 
T-shirts with the help of the 
Sand Trap Bar and Grill, big 
supporters of Red Roof, hoping 
to die fundraising element of 



PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOMINATION FOR OFFICE 

In accordance with Section 32 of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996, NOTICE is hereby given 
to the municipal electors of the 

Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake 

2014 Municipal and School Board Elections 

Nomination of Candidates 

The 2014 Municipal and School Board Elections will be held: 

Monday, October 27,2014. 

Starting Thursday, January 2,2014, nominations for the following offices can be filed at the 
Office of the Town Clerk, Town Administration Offices, 1593 Four Mile Creek Road: 

• Lord Mayor (1) 

• Councillor (8) 

• Regional Councillor (1) 

The last day to file your nomination for office is: 

Friday, September 12,2014 at 2:00 p.m. 

• Be at least 18 years of age; a Canadian Citizen, and owner or tenant of property in the Town 
of Niagara-on-the-Lake; or a spouse or same sex partner of an owner or tenant of property 
in the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake. 

• File completed and signed nomination papers with the Town Clerk by Nomination Day, 
Friday, September 12,2014, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. The Clerk may 
require you to show government-issued photo identification. 

• Pay the nomination fee at the time of filing: $200.00 for the Head of Council and $100.00 
for all other offices. Cash, debit, certified cheque or money order payable to the Corporation 
of the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake are accepted. Candidates who are elected, who receive 
more than two percent of votes cast for the office, or withdraw before Nomination Day are 
entitled to a refund. 

In the event there is an insufficient number of certified candidates to fill all offices, nominations 
will be reopened for the vacant positions only on Wednesday, September 17, 2014, between 
9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 

Nominations for the following offices: 

District School Board of Niagara Trustee and French Language Separate School Board 
Trustee may be made by completing and filing nominations in the prescribed form in the office 
of the Clerk, City Hall, St. Catharines. 

Niagara Catholic District School Board Trustee may be made by completing and filing 
nominations in the prescribed form in the office of the Clerk, City Hall, Niagara Falls. 

French Language Public School Board Trustee may be made by completing and filing 
nominations in the prescribed form in the office of the Clerk, City Hall, Hamilton. 

The term of office is four years commencing on December 1,2014. 

Nomination Paper - Forml/Dedaration of Qualification is available at the Town website 
www.notl.org; or the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing website 
http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page219.aspx; or the Office of the Town Clerk. 

Holly Dowd, Town Clerk 
January 2,2014 
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CARE compiling data to show board NOTL needs three schools 


> Research of 
professionals 
shows keeping 
Parliament Oak 
open is best option 
for NOTL students 


Penny Coles 

Niagara Advance 


The group of parents 
and community members 
determined to keep 





www.simpsonspharmacy.ca 

www.niagarawellness.ca 
twitter.com/simpsonsrx 
vww.facebookcom/SimpsonsPharmacy 

Linked EJ 


Parliament Oak open is 
receiving support from 
local organizations inter¬ 
ested in renting space in 
the building. 

Shaw Festival planning 
director Jeff Cummings 
has written to the accom¬ 
modation review commit¬ 
tee looking at the future of 
Parliament Oak and 
Crossroads public schools 
to say the festival occa¬ 
sionally finds itself in 
need of additional 
rehearsal, workshop, or 
activity space, and as a 
non-profit company 
would welcome the 


access to affordable rental 
facilities. 

"Many of our staff and 
supporters have family 
who attend this school 
and we support the initia¬ 
tives to keep this school 
open in our community,” 
he said. 

The Boys and Girls 
Clubs of Canada is a cur¬ 
rent user group, and has 
expressed interest in a 
continuing presence at 
the school, and the local 



Air Cadets are once again 
seeking a long-term rental 
space and would be inter¬ 
ested in Parliament Oak 
as a permanent location, 
says Robin Ridesic, a par¬ 
ent and member of CARE, 
the non-profit organiza¬ 
tion of parents, commu¬ 
nity members and local 
business owners using 
their professional back¬ 
grounds and skills to pro¬ 
vide the data school board 
staff and trustees can call 
upon to back up the Old 
Town school’s parent 
council recommendation 
to keep the school open. 

“We’re looking for solu¬ 
tions for the community 
and the DSBN. The board 
needs to reduce its capac¬ 
ity, and an easy way to do 
that is to reallocate space. 
That brings in revenue 
and redirects excess 
capacity,” said Ridesic. 

“These are not just 
potential solutions, these 
are real partners who 
want space at the school 
and are wiling to pay for 
it.” 

The alternative to keep¬ 
ing Parliament Oak open 
that the accommodation 
review committee is look¬ 
ing at is consolidating 
those students with 
Crossroads in Virgil. 

St. Davids Public 
School, while not includ¬ 
ed in the review, has also 
come up in discussions 
because some Old Town 
parents want the option 
of sending their children 
there rather than to 
Crossroads, should 
Parliament Oak close. 

CARE members are 
advocating right-sizing 


the facility to accommo¬ 
date 250 students, repur¬ 
posing space to gener¬ 
ate revenue by renting to 
outside groups, and 
enforcing boundaries for 
new families. 

Using some of the 
board’s own figures in its 
planning report presented 
to the accommodation 
review committee, and 
housing start numbers 
supplied by the Town, the 
group has demonstrated 
that Crossroads will be at 
the maximum acceptable 
size for maintaining qual¬ 
ity of education and life 
for students from home 
starts alone, without fac¬ 
toring in Parliament Oak 
students. 

CARE members have 
produced a site plan of 
the Crossroads Public 
School property showing 
the necessary expansion 
to accommodate 

Parliament Oak students 
only, with no additional 
growth. 

It includes five porta¬ 
bles, additions to the 
existing building, more 
parking and allowances 
for six additional buses. It 
indicates most of the 
baseball diamond and 
about half the soccer field 
will be lost, says Ridesic. 

By right-sizing 
Parliament Oak to 250 
students, enforcing 
boundaries for future 
families and and factoring 
in planned develop¬ 
ments—the ones we see 
under construction now, 
not those that may be 
built out in the next 30 
years, says Ridesic—the 
school would be at 98% 


capacity. 

That’s using the Town’s 
development numbers 
and the board’s pupil 
yield for the Old Town, 
she says. 

Putting together the 
Town’s planned develop¬ 
ment numbers and stu¬ 
dent yield expectations 
from the board, projected 
enrolment confirms the 
need for three schools, 
the recent CARE report 

It shows Crossroads, 
which is at 88% capacity 
now, growing to 90% 
capacity. 

St. Davids, with the 
2,227 units of planned 
development on the Town 
books, will be at 182% 
capacity. 

The numbers for 
planned developments, 
received from Town Nov. 
30, include units at the 
approved and draft-ap¬ 
proved site plan stage, as 
well as 50% of potential 
development. 

CARE research also 
offers an analysis that 
confirms keeping 
Parliament Oak open 
would be the financially 
prudent option. 

Renovations, portables, 
additional busing and 
maintenance at 

Crossroads would cost the 
board almost $4.5 million, 
while minimal upgrades, 
busing and maintenance 
at Parliament Oak, includ¬ 
ing two platform lifts for 
accessibility, would cost 
the board $276,301, the 
CARE report says. 


RECEIVE $200 OFF 

any Stressless® rediner or 
$400 OFF select Stressless® 
Eagle or Wing rediners when 
you donate $50 to The Walker 
Family Cancer Centre. 



critelUfurniture.com transitionsfurniture. 


Experience the joy of a backyard rink 
with the world's greatest view! 


Makes a great Stocking Stuffer! 

m *gs cgMp g™ 

WFOL.com/TD-RINK-at-The-Brink 
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This site plan of the Crossroads 
property by CARE members indicates 
the expansion needed to consolidate 
Parliament Oak students, without any 
enrolment growth from development. 

Closing 

Parliament Oak 
would mean 
losing ‘star’ 


But perhaps the strongest argu¬ 
ment for keeping the school open, 
says Ridesic, is that Parliament Oak is 
one of the board’s “star” schools for 
academic success, as shown in the 
2012/2013 Grade 3 and Grade 6 pro¬ 
vincial testing results. 

Parliament Oak students’ scores 
were among the highest in the school 
board and in the province in reading, 
writing and math. 

The scores, says Ridesic, reflect 
the value of lower class sizes, and a 
safe, familiar environment for the 
kids. 

“The school board should be 
focused on that, the academic suc¬ 
cess of the students. Parliament Oak 
is their star school and the fact that 
they’re thinking of closing it is very 
unfortunate.” 

“The loss of the higher scores 
would negatively impact DSBN’s 
average, and scores versus the prov¬ 
ince,” the CARE report points out. 

The data assembled by CARE also 
lists negative impacts on the quality 
of life for Parliament Oak students, 
with 40 bus rides for kids who for the 
most part can walk to school, the 
additional cost, financial and envi¬ 
ronmental, of additional buses, and 
the impact closing the school would 
have on the property values and the 
community. 

“Everyone in CARE is thrilled with 
the support we’re receiving. The 
community is becoming more vocal 
as people realize what’s happening. A 
united voice is important to creating 
a positive environment in working 
with the DSBN,” says Ridesic. 

The next meeting of the accom¬ 
modation review committee is Jan. 8 
at 6 p.m. While the public can attend, 
it is not an opportunity for public 
input. 

The Jan. 22 meeting is the last 
opportunity for the public to speak to 
the accommodation review commit¬ 
tee before their recommendation is 
finalized to send to the school board. 
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Peninsula 
®pf', Flooring Ltd. 



13 Henegan Rd., 
Virgil Business Park 1 

905-468-2135 



STRAUSS SYMPHONY 
of CANADA 

BERNHARD SCHNEIDER. Sunday. January 5.2014 • 2:30 pm 

HURRY and SAVE 15%! Promo Code, WALTZ 
TICKETS:!. 855.872.5000 or 



Show the community your pride in your 
business & staff by taking part in our 

Business Honour Roll 

Each ad will feature 
the year your business began 
& a photo of your staff. 
Deadline: Friday, Jan 3 noon 
Publication date: Jan 9th 
2003 ■ ■ 



1596 Four Mile Creek Road 
Virgil 

905-468-2412 


Call Karen at the Niagara Advance 

905 - 468-3283 - Ext. 101 


Niagara 
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2371 Barton St. E. 
at Kenora, Hamilton 

(1/4 mile east of 
Red Hill Valley Pkwy) 

Only 5 mins, from Hamilton Mtn. 
Mon-Fn 8om-9pm 
Sat & Sun 8am-6pm 


4167 Victoria Ave. 

Niagara Falls 

Mon-Fri 8am - 7:30pm 
Saturday 8am • 6pm 
Sunday 8am - 6pm 
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400 Nebo Road 

at Rymal, Hamilton 


2371 Barton St. E. 

at Kenora, Hamilton 

(1/4 mile east of 
Red Hill Valley Pkwy) 

Only 5 mins, from Hamilton Mtn. 
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S tone Roa d 

Dental 

1598 Niagara Stone Road (Hwy 55) 

• Family Dentistry 

• Comprehensive 
Restorative Dentistry 

• Aesthetic Dentistry 

• Orthodontics 

• Digital X-rays 

• Dentures 

Dr. Kimberley Hill-Johnston 

-New Patients Welcome- 


905 . 468.2128 



Legion recognizes students 
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Parliament Oak 
students Tina 
Martens, Julia King, 
Joseph Gillard, 
Benjamin Zalepa and 
Kyle Kocsis are 
recognized at their pj 
day assembly for their 
posters and essays 
about Remembrance 
Day by Royal 
Canadian Legion 
members Doug 
Garrett and William 
Walker. 

Photo submitted 


WE ALL LOSE IF ANOTHER SCHOOL CLOSES! 

So let’s keep Parliament Oak Open 

Crossroads and St Davids Facing Significant Overcapacity 

► Both schools will be overcapacity even without Parliament Oak’s students. 

► 3000 + potential new housing starts = 400 + additional kids 

► Parliament Oak’s JK class nearly tripled this year; Niagara Nursery has a wait list. 

The Simple Solution? Save Parliament Oak! 

It Saves Taxpayers’ Money 

► Estimated cost analysis confirms financially prudent option. Cost to maintain Parliament 
Oak <$300K annually compared to the $4 million + required to upgrade Crossroads to 
absorb Parliament Oak students (plus annual maintenance). 

► DSBN invested $1.6M renovating Parliament Oak since 2009. Let’s use this asset! 

► Losing OldTown’s last public school will hurt property values. 

It Puts Students First 

► Parliament Oak scores well above DSBN and provincial averages for literacy and math. 

► Parliament Oak + Crossroads = 600 students-more than many Toronto schools! 

► Huge classes, overcrowded programs, and long bus rides leave many kids behind. 

It Honours Our Heritage 

► The property was gifted to the town to be used for a school. 

► The first law abolishing slavery in a British colony was signed on the site in 1793. 



The Public is welcome and encouraged to 
attend the next meeting of the 
Accommodation Review Committee 
January 8,2013 • 6pm at Crossroads 


If you agree that Parliament Oak should stay open, please contact us. 
Visit www.careNOTL.ca or email careNOTL@yahoo.ca. 


Protect Our Communities 
Protect Our Schools 
Show Your Support 
























Year begins with news of bicentennial celebrations, 


> Looking back 
at 2013, it’s 
been a great 
year for 
history 


Penny Coles 

Niagara Advance 


August event because of 
lack of support and sales. 
About the same time the 
Town announced it was 
going to undertake the 
designing of a town flag 
and a new Coat of Arms in 
celebration of the bicen¬ 
tennial, a big deal for a 


historic town that has 
never had its own flag. 

April brought bad news 
on a few different fronts. 
One was of the Vandalaars, 
a local family who lost 
their house to a fire. They 
have not had an easy time 
of finding a new place to 


live but fortunately have 
family close by. 

We also learned in April 
of the likelihood of 
Parliament Oak closing. It 
has become the subject of 
an accommodation 
review, with all corners of 
the town solidly behind 


This time last year, the 
traditional New Year’s 
Levee offered a peak at 
what we could expect in 
the way of bicentennial 
events, and the year did 
not disappoint, ending 
with the spectacular 
Niagara on Fire event that 
featured a video that was 
filmed last January. 

The ironic news of the 
new year was an 
announcement from 
Progressive Conservative 
Bart Maves, a regional 
councillor, that he wanted 
to face off against Liberal 
Kim Craitor in the next 
provincial election. 

He was later to learn 
that Craitor was to resign, 
likely returning to munici¬ 



pal politics, while Maves 
will be up against Joyce 
Morocco in a by-election 
to replace Craitor. 

In February, 

Ravine Vineyard 
Estate Winery 
was named 
Company of the 
Year, Niagara- 
on-the-Lake was 
named one of 
the most roman¬ 
tic places in 
Canada, new 
Canadians were 
welcomed at a 
moving citizen¬ 
ship ceremony 
at Crossroads 
Public School, 
and it was 
announced that 
St. Catharines 
native Dallas 
Green would 
headline a day¬ 
long concert as 
City and Colour 
Canada Day 
weekend. 

In March, the 
concert promot¬ 
er said he was 
going to stage 
two concerts in 
NOTL over the 
summer, but had 
to give up on an 


The new town flag was raised for the first time beside the Court House on Queen St. Dec. 10,200 
years after the burning of the town, and about a year after the idea was first discussed. Lord 
Mayor Dave Eke, who was instrumental in the process of obtaining a flag and new coat of arms, 
compared it to the rising of the phoenix from the ashes of the town. 



Best prices of the year! 


Clearance 

7U ” 



OFF 


Up to 70% Off on Christmas Accessories, and 
select items throughout our showrooms 

Onsite Re-Upholstery & Drapery I Inhome Design Service 
Pure Latex Bliss Mattresses I Fabric Selection I Slipcovers 
Blinds & Shutters I Custom Upholstered Headboards 
905-468-325711534 HIGHWAY 55, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE (VIRGIL) 
HOURS: MON-SAT 9:30 AM TO 5:30 PM • SUN 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM OR BY APPOINTMENT 
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INTERIORS 


www.lincolninteriors.com 
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political aspirations 


keeping it open. 

In May, the Town began 
working in earnest on a 
new policy to control 
gourmet food trucks. It 
seemed there would be 
little possibility of finding 
common ground, but by 
the end of the year, a bylaw 

make everyone, food truck 
owners, restaurant own¬ 


ers and event planners 
happy. 

It was in May that the 
real push to publicize the 
Laura Secord trek, com¬ 
memorating 200 years 
from the heroine’s walk 
into history, began in ear¬ 
nest. We also heard the 
PM’s wife, Loreen Harper, 
would join the event. 

See Page 16 



Saturday, January 4th 
9:00am to 3:00pm 

Please donate your empty 
liquor, wine & beer bottles. 

809 NEWARK SQUADRON AIR CADETS 
will conduct a door to door 
pickup of bottles in NOTL 
Old Town, Garrison Village, 
Queenston Village, 

St. Davids & Virgil 
Drop-offs accepted 
at Van Noort Greenhouses 
2069 Creek Rd. 
(Corner Hunter Rd.) 
9:00am - 3:00pm 


~(jrius 

CHEF FRANK DODD 

INVITES YOU TO INDULGE IN HIS SPECIALLY PRICED 

WINTER BLUES MENUS 


DINNER 
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U.S. soldiers patrolled town during summer of 2013 


From Page 15 

Also in May, the Virgil splash 
pad opened to rave reviews. 
Officially called the Arthur Dalfen 
and Hummel Family Play Park 
because of financial contribu¬ 
tions that helped get it built, the 
splash pad didn’t open for use by 
local kids until June, and is con¬ 
sidered another of the parks and 
recreation department's great 
successes. 

It will be joined in the future 
by a playground and adult fitness 
component at the Virgil Sports 
Park. 

Mid-May, a 15-star U.S, flag 
was raised on Queen St. and 
flown in other locations around 
town, to remind people that for 
six months 200 years ago, the 
town was under American occu¬ 
pation. U.S. soldiers patrolled 


Queen St throughout the sum¬ 
mer to provoke further discus¬ 
sion about the history of NOTL. 
The Batde of Fort George re-en¬ 
actment was further proof that 
there were some dark moments 
in the town’s history. 

In June, the town was asked to 
support a Regional smoking ban 
in outdoor public places, such as 
playgrounds and parks, and did 
so, asking for some minor adjust¬ 
ments to the proposed bylaw. We 
heard at the end of the year that 
theRegionagreedtothe changes. 
Now we have to wait to see if the 
bylaw passes the triple majority 
needed at regional council. 

Injune came the walk through 
history, the re-creation of the 
Laura Secord trek from 
Queenston to Thorold. Almost 
1,000 people participated in the 
well-organized and moving 


event, which leaves a trail as a 
legacy of the historic event 

Also in June, it was official: the 
school board announced an 
accommodation review of 
Parliament Oak and Crossroads, 
the school that will receive most 
of the Old Town students should 
that school close. Knowing it was 
coming didn’t make the news 
any easier for parents, who had 
to decide what to do with their 
kids in September Some have 
moved their students to 
Crossroads already, some to St 
Michael, but the rest continue to 
work hard to convince the board 
to keep it open. 

The month ended with two 
great celebrations: the City and 
Colour concert, which went off 
flawlessly, and Canada Day cele¬ 
brations at Simcoe Park and Fort 
George, including a spectacular 



^ 0 ^/ Wine Country 
Jftr Catering 

Weddings, Cocktail and Dinner Parties, Special Events. 
We can supply ad of your staffing and 

Now featuring POSH PIES and other menu items 
for pick up or delivery 
For more information regarding menus and photos 
please visit our website at www.robinhowecatering.com 


“Serving the People of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 
since 1933!” 

Phone:905-682-2646 

jJnjted 



Re-enactors posing as American militia prepare to raise the American flag on 
Queen St. in May, 2013 to symbolize Niagara under occupation by U.S. soldiers dur¬ 
ing the summer of 1813. 


display of fireworks at dusk in the 
fort. 

In July we learned about another 
communication tower proposed for 
the Old Town, this one right on Queen 
St. The Town has told Bell to look for 
other locations, but the federal gov¬ 
ernment’s Industry Canada has the 
final say and we haven’t heard the end 
of this particular dispute. But a cell 
tower on Queen St. in the heart of the 
heritage district? Bit of a contradic¬ 
tion, and we have to hope Bell Mobility 

In August we learned of the first 
blood donor clinic planned for NOTL 
in more than a decade. Organized by 
Fire Chief Alex Burbidge, there was a 
question about whether enough 


donors would participate to make it a 
success. It was such a success, the sec¬ 
ond one takes place Jan. 2 at the com¬ 
munity centre, a larger location than 
the Virgil firehall which turned out to 
be a little cramped for the number of 
donors who showed up. 

Unfortunate news in August was 
the selling off of classic cars by the 
Mole family, and the end of the limou¬ 
sine end of their business. They worked 
hard, had a great vision, grew and 
diversified quickly—maybe too quick¬ 
ly. The company that runs NOTL 
Transit was and continues to be sepa¬ 
rate and providing transportation for 
students, seniors and anyone else who 

See Page 18 


View the Niagara Falls Review 

ANYTIME 

Didn’t have time to read the paper this morning? No problem. 

With the Niagara Falls Review e-edition, you can read it online 
in its true printed format anywhere and at anytime! 

review edition 



To order your online subscription today, visit 

Eedition.niagarafallsreview.ca 

Promo code: 2013$3.99 
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Are you happy with your hearing? 

Virgil Ear Clinic is here to help. 

At Virgil Ear Clinic, our only focus is your hearing. Pauline Reimer Gibson, M.Sc., Reg. CASLPO is a registered 
Audiologist and has over 15 years of experience. Pauline believes in a patient-centered model driven by patient 
needs, supported by research, evidence, and professional integrity. As a resident of Virgil, she is committed to 
provide the best hearing health in her community. Our promise is to provide our patients with a comfortable 
and supportive environment, and to provide the best service to our patients without any hidden costs. At the 
Virgil Ear Clinic, our mission is to improve the quality of life for those with hearing loss. We carry all makes 
and models of hearing aids. 

Julia Dick takes care of the administration and manages our office. 

Her experience and cheerfulness complements Pauline's individual approach 
to hearing health care, providing a positive experience to each client that 
walks through our door. As a long-time resident of Virgil, she feels fortunate 
to be able to raise her family and work in this wonderful community. 

CALL NOW to book your FREE hearing test! 

905 - 468-9176 

or email us at info@virgilearclinic.ca 


Voted Best New Business in Niagara on the Lake! 

VlRGILsi 

Ear Clinic 

Ask about our Price Match Guarantee! 




TAKE THIS 30 SECOND 
HEARING SELF TEST! 


QQ Do you hear people 

speaking, but have difficulty 
understanding the words? 

□ □ Do you find yourself asking 
others to repeat themselves? 
Do people complain that you 
have the T.V. volume too loud? 
Do you find it difficult 
to follow conversations 
in crowded rooms? 

Do you ever avoid social 
situations because 
of your hearing? 

If you have answered 
"YES" to even one 
of these questions, 
come see us today. 



Present this coupon 
at Virgil Ear Clinic 
and receive a FREE 
hearing aid cleaning & 
package of batteries!* 


2 Road, Virgil, ON (next to Balance Fitness) 
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THene is a 

seaRSHomesTQRe 


in AncasTeR 

Visit us at: 45 Legend Court, Ancaster, ON L9K1J3 



Year ends with town on fire 


From Page 16 

September was a month to admire 
the St. Michael students in their new 
uniforms, and stone masons as they 
worked and helped teach the rest of 
us about their profession, steeped in 
tradition. 

It was also time for another very 
successful Terry Fox run, thanks to 
organizers who step up every year. 

And it was when town residents 
got their first glimpse of the proposal 
for a traffic roundabout on Niagara 
Stone Rd. at Concession 6. Many driv¬ 
ers are unsure about the efficiency of 
a roundabout, which will cost the 
region $2.5 million. We’ll have to wait 
until May to see for ourselves how 
well it works. We’re told it will help 
ease backups on Niagara Stone Rd. 

But the big news in September, 
perhaps for the year, was the resigna¬ 
tion of Liberal MPP Kim Craitor. He 
was well-liked by people of all party 
affiliations, most of whom agreed 
nobody could have worked harder for 
constituents. We’re still waiting for a 
by-election to be called to replace 
him. We hear Craitor is going to run 
for Niagara Falls city council. When 
he resurfaced to speak to the media 
after his resignation, he said he was 
exhausted, and didn't think he could 
do the job justice any more. 

We learned in October that the 
Garden City Skyway is likely to be 
twinned, although that’s a ways off— 
it could be 2025 before it’s completed, 
which includes renovations of the 


existing skyway. We also heard the 
region is thinking about another 
roundabout on Niagara Stone Rd, this 
one at East and West line, and possi¬ 
ble widening through Virgil with the 
addition of a centre turning lane. 
That project is still going through the 
early public process before we learn 
what the region is considering as the 
best option to fix traffic issues through 
Virgil. 

Jim Smith, a humble man who has 
become quite a historian, was recog¬ 
nized in November with the presti- 

the Niagara Foundation. 

He is in good company—last year 
it went to Peter Stokes, a renowned 
heritage architect. Smith has an 
amazing collection of old photo¬ 
graphs depicting the history of the 
town, which he is often asked to share 
and does so willingly. 

In December, the Chamber of 
Commerce decided to give its 
Candlelight Stroll proceeds to Nick 
Roma, a young man who lost his 
hands and feet to an infection while 
he battles cancer. He is a brave and 
strong teenager, who will need con¬ 
tinuing support for prosthetics. 

We closed off 2013 bicentennial 
celebrations with the Niagara on Fire 
event, including a docudrama video 
shown on a giant outdoor screen and 
accompanying fireworks. It was three 
years in the planning stages, and well 
worth waiting for as it did justice to 
the importance of that day in the 
town's history 200 years ago. 



baby s 


Brayden Theodor 
Toby Buonocore 

May 3, 2013 

Place Your Baby’s Picture & Birth date 
In Our 2013 

Blessed Events, Babies in Review 
Being Published Jan, 16 th 2014 

Deadline for Booking Jan 10 th 


OF 2013 
BLESSED 
EVENTS 


Please Call 905-468-3283 x 102 For Details 
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Deep thinkers at Chess Tournament 



A chess tournament for kids in Grades 3 to 8 was held at the NOTL Public 
Library Sunday, organized by Greg Willis of Chess Nation and Jake Van Rooy 
of the Brock Chess Club. About a dozen youngsters showed up and tested 
their skills. 

Photo submitted 



Wine Boutique .„„<e 

and CAROLINE 

Tasting Bar ^;™ s ' 


Winter Hours In Effect January through M 
Sunday through Friday 10 am to 5 pm, 
Saturday 10 am to 6 pm 


Relaxed Wine Country Fare 
Open Wednesday through Sunday for 

Bring this ad in for a 

10% Weekday Lunch 

Valid Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays in January 

Fully licensed ■ wine by the bottle and glass, 
local beer and other beverages. 

www.carolinecellars.com 
1010 Line 2 Virgil « 905.468.8814 
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Snorts 

Classic tournament a success 


The Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Minor Hockey Association 
wrapped up a three-day 
Meridian Credit Union 
Christinas Classic Hockey 
Tournament of 38 travel 
teams from across Ontario 
this week, including five local 
Wolves teams. 

This tournament keeps 
getting bigger and better, and 
offered a great competitive 
atmosphere, along with wel¬ 
come bags for each player, 
player of the game awards, 
MVP trophies for each team, 


medals and championship 

Prize tables, which includ¬ 
ed a raffle with a fantastic 
prize from Great Wolf Lodge, 
and a barbecue hosted by the 
parents of NOTL Wolves 
teams, offered a way for fami¬ 
lies to not only play great 
hockey and have some fun, 
but to also see our great com¬ 
munity, said Laurie 
Armstrong of NOTL minor 
hockey. 

The tournament helps 
raise money to offset the cost 


of playing hockey, she said. 

Tournament chair Gino 
Patterson says the tourna- 

cessful as it is without the 
volunteer hours of their 
members, and the generous 
community donations. 

Two NOTL travel teams 
made it to the finals, with 
Simpson’s Pharmacy Novice 
BB Wolves earning a champi¬ 
onship trophy while the Virgil 
Firefighters Peewee BB fought 
a tough batde to lose 1-0 in 
their championship game. 


Editor Penny Coles 

905-468-3283 ext. 103 p.enny.cdlCs^jjnraedla.ca 



Gino Patterson, chair 
of the Christmas 
Classic tournament 
for the NOTL Minor 
Hockey Association, 
shows off the 
trophies that were 
awarded during the 
tournament. 



GRACE UNITED CHURCH 

222 Victoria Street, 
Niagara 


r - —-“Minister: Rev. Laura Boigereon 
- 10:30 am Sunday Service 

Music Director: Esther Giesbrecht 
Parking passes are available at the Church 


\ CORNERSTONE 

r COMMUNITY CHURCH 

“'1570 Niagara Stone Rd. 
vw.ccchurch.ca • 905-468-7155 
Sunday, January 5th 
10:00 am 


SGateWay 


(P.A.O.C.) 

1665 Four Mile Creek Road • 905-468-8971 
Sunday, January 5 th 10:30 a.m. 
January Theme: 

‘A Season of Giving’ 

Pastor Dave Tunikaitis Ministering 


BETHANY MENNONITE CHURCH 

ast/West Line & 4 Mile Creek Road ^ 

10:00 am Worship Service 

11:00 am Sunday School 

Come join us this Sunday! 

All are Welcome! 


Sf VILLAGE 

■ ■ ’Bfljl.CLorek-*-' 


Pastor David Brubacher 


A 434 Hunter Rd. 
ORC b ARDPARK 905-468-5731 

Sunday, January 5th 

Worship Service 10:40 am 
Message by Pastor Jim Evans 
Communion Service 
Childcare provided during service 


Sunday, January 5th 

10:00am Coffee Time + 10:30am 
Worship Service 
Village Kidz (ages 1 - grade 5) 
Going All In 
Pastor Greg Alderton 
www.villagebiblechurch.ca 


Sunday, January 5 th 
10:30 am Worship 
Message: Healing 


Concession 7 & Queenston Rd., NOTL; 9 5-688-3958 



Message by Hans J. Wiens stepnenioi 
H:.0 am Worship Service 17751 ***' 

Message by Pastor Rudy Dirks g05-468-3313 


Founded 1792 

Sunday Services 
8:30am Holy Eucharist 
10:30am Choral Eucharist 
Wednesday Service 10:00am 

905-468-3123 

;ctor: The Rev. Canon Dr. Robert S.G. Wright 


4f§ 


Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 

Nursery and Sunday School 


TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

2027 Niagara Stone Road 

905468-2611 or 905-468-9673 

trinitynotl ©cogeco.ca 

10:00 am Worship Service 
Pastor Larry Ritter 



V 


Zee’s Guitar School 



FAMILY JANUARY FISH FRY 


■Mik Friday, January 10 th - 4:30 - 7 
(take out available) 

1-Pc $7,2-Pc $9,3-pc $11 
Price includes: Coleslaw, bread, 
french fries, coffee/tea, 

Wine & Beer available 


Lione Club Hall, 1462 York Road, St.Davids 



Place your Coming Event/Community Calendar 
Social here, with or without a border, colour, 
graphics optional. Include your logo! 



Deadline: Monday 5pm 

Call Anna at 905 - 468-3283 ext 102 


l. .1 
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FF,ARMAN; 


Fresh Local 

Macintosh or 
Gala Apples 

Product of Ontario 


Florida 
Red Grapefruit 

Product of USA 


Tate iVie D iffcmvd 
•Packed with Vitamin C 
• Rich in potassium 
• Low in calories (42 per loog) 

• Rich in flavonoid antioxidants 
especially lycopene which can 
protect against UV rays 


* . Weight Watchers 

«^po% Whole Wheat 
, . Bread, Bagels & 
^ English Muffins 


12x1OOg 


Fresh Black Angus 

Inside Round 
Oven Roast 




1 500-550g 


Fresh Boneless Skinless 

Atlantic Salmon 
Portions 



COMMISSOS 

FRESH FOODS 


i Want to see even more savings? 
j Visit CommissosFreshFoods.com 

3a and click on the flyer icon to 
^ see all of our weekly specials! 


Sale prices in effect Friday Jan. 3 through Thursday Jan. 9,2014 


FRI 

1 SAT 

SUN 

1 MON 1 

TUE 

1 WED 1 

1 THU 

3 

1 4 

5 

1 6 | 

7 

1 8 | 

1 9 


6161 Thorold Stone Rd., Niagara Falls, ON 
Mon-Sat 7am-8pm • Sun 8am to 6pm 
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classifiedextra.ca 


Canada’s largest and most trusted 
print and online classifieds network 


Place it on classifiedextra.ca 


Phone: 1-866-541-6757 Fax: 1-866-485-8461 

Online: niagaraadvance.classifiedextra.ca Email: placeit@dassifiedextra.ca 
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VanNoort bantams win one, tie two 


Evan Hills 
aids in 8-2 
win over 
Grimsby 
The VanNoort 
Florist bantam team 
came away with a big 
win and two ties in 
recentNiagara-on-the- 
Lake Minor Hockey 
Association house 
league action. 

A recent match in 
Beamsville began with 
a two-goal lead for 
VanNoort on an unas¬ 
sisted goal by Justin 
Wormald followed by 
a group effort in which 
Isaac Hendriks scored, 
with Caleb Lavoie and 


Matthew Puglisi get¬ 
ting the assists. 

Beamsville then 
tied the game and 
scored a third goal in 
the second period for a 
3-2 lead going into the 
third. 

The NOTL team 
had many scoring 
chances and kept up 
the pressure until they 
finally scored the tying 
goal at 6:53 of the third 
period. Ben Simmonds 
fired a beautiful shot to 
get past the Beamsville 
goaltender, who had 
been managing to foil 
the Notl team’s 
attempts. Max Roberts 
Ramos assisted on the 
tying goal and also 
provided a good effort 


on defence. Nick 
Andrusiw played a 
strong game in net to 
help NOTL hang on to 
the tie. 

The next game for 
VanNoort was in 
Grimsby, ending in an 
8-2 victory. 

Scoring for the 
NOTL squad were 
Puglisi with a hat trick, 
Hendriks with two 
goals, and singles 
scored by Ryan Jarrett, 
Matthew Caston and 
Simmonds. Jarrett also 
garnered four assists, 
while Hendriks and 
Simmonds accounted 
for three each. 

Tyler Galloway, 
Caston, Wormald, 
Roberts Ramos and 


Puglisi were credited 
with one assist each in 
this high-scoring effort 
Evan Hills provided a 
solid effort in goal to 
contribute to the vic¬ 
tory. 

Dec. 22 saw the 
team playing at home 
against Grimsby. 
NOTL took a 2-0 lead 
in the second period 
on unassisted goals by 
Layne Weaver and 
Lavoie,buttheGrimsby 
squad fought back, 
tying the game with 
two goals in the third 
period. 

The NOTL team 
was able to hang on to 
the 2-2 tie, thanks to 
some spectacular saves 
byAndruisiw. 


NOTL bantam Niagara Trailers 
battle Fort Erie Meteors, Falls Canucks 
to record two ties and a loss 


Wolves play 
well and earn 
back-to-back 
ties against Falls 
A team 


The Niagara-on- 
the-Lake Minor 
Hockey Association 
travel bantam Wolves 
came up against a 
strong Fort Erie team 
recently and lost 5-2. 

Frank Terpak and 


Braeden Rawsthorne 
each scored a goal 
with an assist from 
Kyle Legros. 

Next the bantam BB 
Wolves battled the 
Niagara Falls A 
Canucks with back-to- 
back games and the 
Wolves played well as 
a team, tying both 
games. 

The first game saw 
Josh Bush on fire, with 
two goals as the Wolves 
skated to a 2-2 tie. 

The second game 
saw a 3-3 tie with goals 


by Terpak, Rawsthorne 
and Jake Vanderveen, 
with assists from Bush, 
David Campbell, and 
Terpak. 

Since the Niagara 
Trailers-sponsored 
team came home from 
a recent tournament 
championship win in 
Bracebridge and a 
finalist at a tourna¬ 
ment in Port Dover, 
the Wolves were look¬ 
ing for some success 
on the ice this week at 
their home tourna- 



LITTLES 

BLINDS 


DAN LITTLE 

Custom Made Levolor 

Shades ~ Blinds 


SERVICE 


- Shop at Home Service ~ 
No Charge Estimates & Installations 

905-468-3841 * Cell: 905-704-9303 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Insured- Over 30 Years Experience • www.littlescustomblinds.co 


• Affordable 
• Weekly • Bi-Weekly 
Cleaning • Since 1991 


Gordon Garvey 

Painting & J I 
Handyman Services 

NEW YEAR’S 
SPECIAL! 
References 
Available 

905-468-45301 


PRESERVE 
MY PICTURES | 

Memories For Eternity! ffienooatiow 


(Richard 

&)eiuii& 


30 YRS EXPERIENCE 
BATHROOMS • KITCHENS 
BASEMENTS 
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$299,000 

3VINCENTAVE. 

Lovely 2 bdrm home 
w/many updates including 
Kitchen, bath, roof, furnace, 
window and wiring. 


- SAT 2-4 PM 

CAROL LIPSETT* 905-468-4214 


Ten foot ceilings, eight foot door heights, main floor laundry, master and second bedrooms 
both having heated floor in ensuite baths, butler pantry and formal dining room - a great initial 
impression to say the least Your new home satisfies heart and mind with its escarpment views 
complimented nicely by the craftsmanship of this elegant 1800 square foot bungalow. Within 
the walls of 19 Goring Way classic 7.5 inch baseboards dress the floors of wine scraped oak and 
ceramic tile, playing nicely off the quartz countertops in the custom kitchen with I Oft island and 
breakfast bar and walk-in and buder pantry. Wrought iron spindles down the oak stairs to the 
finished rec room also with gas fireplace and 3piece bath. Further to all that the large basement 
windows share plenty of outside light 




KEVAN O'CONNOR**- 


CARRIAGE 

TRADE 


Helen Mosca* helenmosca@royallepage.ca 905-650-5669 • Aaron Cherney* aaronc@royallepage.ca 905-401-7915 • 1-800-635-9228 


HOPEYOUR ; 

INCLUDES HAPPINESS, LOVE f 
AND i 

TREASURED MEMORIES 




905 - 468-4214 

stefan @ roy allepage.ca 


125 Queen Street 


Direct 289-257-6744 


$569,000 
19 GORING WAY 


$428,000 
556 KING STREET - 
UNIT #17 

“Rare find in OLD Town - 2 Bdrm+, 3 
Full Baths Bungalow Townhome backing 
on walking trail. Open Concept LR, DR, 
Kitchen, FP, Skylights, Mstr with ensuite. 
Large private downstairs with full bath & 




(24 Hours) 

-THE-LAKE 

Listings of Distinction that Define Niagara 

































































